Приложение 1

English Theatres

Visiting theatres is a very popular activity among British people, as Britain has a long dramatic tradition and incredible playwrights, actors and directors. London is a center of the theatrical life, but other cities also have wonderful companies and theatres. There are more than 50 theatres only in London, so you can imagine their number around the country. The first theatre of England appeared in 1576 and was called “The Blackfries”, while several years later in 1599 a famous theatre “The Globe” was opened and it is considered that William Shakespeare used to work there.

The unique peculiarity of London is Theatreland, a theatre district with approximately forty venues situated near the West End. They usually stage comedies, classics or plays and musicals. Most of the theatres date back to Victorian and Edwardian times and nowadays they are private. The most long-running shows are Les Misérables, Cats and The Phantom of the Opera. Annually Theatreland is attended by more than 10 million people and it represents a very high level of the commercial theatres.

If to speak about non-commercial theatres, you can see them outside Theatreland. They are very prestigious and focus on dramatic, classical plays and modern works of leading playwrights. There are three most prominent venues in the UK including The Royal National Theatre, the Royal Shakespeare Company and the Royal Opera House. All of them impress by their greatness and development of art.

The Royal Shakespeare Company is a theatre company with the annual production of about twenty shows. It comprises two permanent theatres: The Swan Theatre and The Royal Shakespeare Theatre. In November, 2011 the last one was opened after the transformation and celebrated its fiftieth birthday. It is situated in Stratford-upon-Avon, the birthplace of Shakespeare and got his name in 1961 to commemorate his talent of a playwright and poet. It also promotes a positive attitude to poet’s works, organizes festivals and expands its influence in many other industries.

Covent Garden is also a place associated with theatrical performances. There you can find The Royal Opera House. It centers on ballet and opera. Its building experienced disastrous fires and was last reconstructed in 1990s. It has enough seats for more than 2000 people and consists of an amphitheater, balconies and four tiers of boxes. It has got some unique facilities including Paul Hamlyn Hall, a great iron and glass construction hosting some events, the Linbury Studio Theatre, the second performance stage located below ground level, and High House Production Park, a scenery-making place, a training center and a new technical theatre.

Theatres in Great Britain are rather various and continue to thrive, as the English are a theatrical nation and many tourists also can not omit visiting magnificent performances.

So now it is obvious that theatres are an indispensable part of the British culture and they will continue to develop the traditions and cultural background of the whole country.
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Приложение 3

Theatres in Britain and Russia 

There are today about 200 professional theatres in Britain. The centre of theatrical activity is of course London, where there are some 40 principal theatres in the West End and several more in the suburbs. Among the companies receiving government grants are the Royal Shakespeare Company, the National Theatre Company, the English Stage Company, the Covent Garden Opera House and the Mermaid [`mә:meid].

There are many theatres in Russia, but the most famous of them are in Moscow. The Bolshoi and the Maly Theatres are famous all over the world. Late in 1988, a Detective Theatre appeared in Moscow. It is directed by Vasili Livanov, an actor, producer and writer. It was he who played the title role in the television serial “Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson” and this work brought Livanov and his partner in the film actor Vitali Solomin round to the idea of creating a theatre.

All theatres differ from each other. They have their own plays, their actors and actresses. But on the other handall the theatres have a box-office, a cloak-room and almost all theatre performances begin at the same time in all theatres all over the world.

True or False
1. There are today about 200 professional theatres in Britain.                         _______

2. The centre of theatrical activity is Edinburgh.                                             _______

3. The Bolshoi and the Maly Theatres are not famous all over the world.     _______

4. All theatres differ from each other.                                                              _______

5. All the theatres have a box-office and a cloak-room.                                  _______
